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*****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 edition. Excerpt: . BELTANE CUSTOMS. 225 Moreover it was customary to carry
the Clavie round every ship in the harbour, a part of the ceremony which has latterly been discontinued. In 1875, however the Clavie was duly
carried to one vessel just ready for sea. Handfuls of grain were thrown upon her deck, and amid a shower of fire-water she received the suggestive
name of Doorie.--The modern part of the town is not included in the circuit. The meaning and origin of this custom are alike unknown. CHAPTER XX.
Description of some of the old Druidical customs and their remains--The Ancient Gods of the Britains-- The manner of celebrating the Bel-tein-- The
first day in May--The Relics of Druidical worship in Kincardineshire--The day of BaaTs fire--The day of the Fire of Peace--Druidical Sacrifices--May
and Hallowe en observances of Druidical origin-- Tinto Hill in Lanarkshire--Remains of Druidical customs at Mouline--In Perthshire--At Cambuslang--
Passing children and cattle through the fire. DEFERENCE has been made to the Beltane customs. The once general, observances of Beltane or
Beltein (the 1st day of May), now rank amongst the things of the past. In former times this festival was observed both in the Highlands and Lowlands
of Scotland, and dedicated to certain mystic observances connected chiefly with fire and the partaking of certain dishes, such as a particular
caudle, some of which was afterwards spilled on the ground by way of libation, a relic no doubt of the more ancient libations to such...
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