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*****To say Helen Keller is one of the most unique figures in American history would be an understatement. As a young child, Helen lost both her
vision and hearing, leaving her deafblind, an almost hopelessly debilitating condition that left her literally trapped, unable to communicate with
anyone. As she would later write, My life was without past or future; death, the pessimist would say, a consummation devoutly to be wished. Nobody
would have blamed her for being hopelessly frustrated and imprisoned by her disabilities; in fact, that was to be expected. When her famous
teacher, Anne Sullivan, brought Helen a doll and tried to teach her a few words by spelling them into her hand, the child became so frustrated that
she broke the doll. As every American now knows, Helen eventually overcame the frustration and used unimaginable perseverance to overcome her
disability. With Sullivan s help and the sense of touch, Helen eventually broke through and learned to communicate. Helen later recalled that after
Sullivan put one of her hands in water and spelled water on the other hand, | stood still, my whole attention fixed upon the motions of her fingers.
Suddenly | felt a misty consciousness as of something forgotten - a thrill of returning thought; and somehow the mystery of language was revealed
to me. Helen s story would have been remarkable enough if it had ended simply with her ability to communicate with the outside world, but | had
now the key to all language, and | was eager to learn to use it. With unbridled ambition, Helen became the first deafblind individual to earn a
bachelor s degree from a college, published...
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