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University Press of the Pacific, 2005. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Since the
invention of the Bushnell Keg in 1776, mine warfare has been an important element of naval warfare. The use of mines and countermeasures to
mines has figured significantly in every major armed conflict and nearly every regional conflict in which the United States has been involved since
the Revolutionary War. Mine warfare has been increasingly important and effective since World War 1. Mines presently on the world arms markets
are relatively inexpensive, easy to procure, reliable and effective, and difficult for intelligence agencies to track. The mine, as a weapon system, has
an extremely favorable investment return (cost of mine to cost of damage ratio) for the miner. Despite the logic and effectiveness of maintaining
the mine element of war at sea on an even footing with the other naval warfighting specialties, throughout its history, the U.S. Navy has devoted
proportionally fewer resources to mine warfare. As a result, despite the emergence of the U.S. Navy as the world s premier maritime power whose
individual warfighting capabilities generally are superior to those of other navies, its mine countermeasure capabilities have lagged behind. The old
adage that those who will not learn the lessons of history are doomed to repeat them has persistently applied to the mine warfare aspect of the U.S.
Navy. North Arabian Gulf operations of the U.S. Navy in Desert Storm contain some bitter experiences, including the mission-aborting mine strikes
to two major warships, as well as the controversy over the decision not to land U.S. Marines in Kuwait. Despite the unfortunate nature of the initial
Desert Storm experience and the need to recapture expertise in MCM, the U.S. Navy and Allied navies did have substantial success...
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