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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.By 2014, the extent
of the US National Security Agency s secret surveillance activities had been revealed. The NSA - and sister organisations such as the GCHQ in the
United Kingdom - had covertly created a dragnet capturing the private calls, emails and internet traffic of almost every citizen in the western world.
For many, the concept of personal privacy was gone. At the same time, the introduction of games involving artificially intelligent virtual people and
simulated worlds had become mainstream entertainment experiences. Games like Call of Duty, Halo and Grand Theft Auto were dwarfing the
revenues from blockbuster movies and television shows. Players in these games comfortably slipped into new worlds; meeting, trading, fighting and
loving other real and artificially intelligent virtual players. The rise of massive commercial social media operations such as Facebook pushed these
games further into almost everyone s daily life. Games like Cityville and The Sims Social encouraged players to invite hundreds of friends and
acquaintances into the game with just a single click. Thanks to advertising and in-game purchasing, the games developers could afford to give free
versions of these games away and still generate massive revenues. A fun, compelling connected world, supercharged by social networks, promising
experiences unlike anything before. All for the same price as two tickets to the movies. Who could resist? To investors around the world, these games
were the new rivers of gold . What followed was an explosion of well-funded new businesses developing products which dived ever deeper into the
personal details of the individuals. And all that data was greedily gobbled up by endless rows of supercomputers hidden away in Utah s NSA data
centre. The rise of a company...
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