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Dover Publications Inc., United States, 2011. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. One of Western civilization s jealously
guarded myths is that of Greek cultural supremacy. In this controversial study, William Ivins shows that the limitations of the Greek worldview
actually hampered the development of the arts and sciences and gives a stimulating history of the new ideas of the Renaissance, especially in
painting and geometry, that freed us from ancient misconceptions.Beginning with the Greeks, the author explains for the general reader the
differences between ancient and Renaissance painting and sculpture, proving that the curiously static quality of Greek art arose from a
misunderstanding of the laws of perspective. He then shows how this misunderstanding was corrected by Alberti, Pelerin, Durer, and other
Renaissance artists who provided the first fruitful investigations of perspective. From there to projective geometry was but a step, and the author
covers this major advance in our knowledge through the work of Nicholas of Cusa, Kepler, and Desargues.This book is perhaps the only concise
history in English of the development of mathematical perspective and projective geometry. But the author s ability to relate styles in art to
advances in geometry and his ingenious theory of the modern quot;visualquot; worldview and the Greek quot;tactilequot; worldview mean that his
book will be provocative not only to mathematical historians but also to art historians and to anyone concerned with the history of thought, from
philosopher to layman.
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