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*****The assistant operations officer for 3rd Battalion, 10th Special Forces Group, Major D. Jones and his unit was tasked with conducting mainly
unconventional warfare in northern Iraq during the major combat phase of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM. Fighting in conjunction with and training
Kurdish forces from the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, their mission was to hold 13 of Saddam Hussein s 20 divisions along the Green Line, as well as
to destroy the al-Qaeda affiliated Ansar al-Islam terrorist camp in the area. In this interview, Jones also discusses in great detail how his SF
compatriots built and maintained rapport with the Kurdish Peshmerga, who were remarkably tenacious fighters, made an enormous contribution
and who had a standing order not to allow any Americans to get killed. In addition, he talks about the fall of Kirkuk, the conduct of insurgency and
counterinsurgency operations in general, and the role he sees (and recommends) Special Operations Forces playing in future conflicts. As | look at
the battlefield today, Jones said, based on all the experiences that | ve had, SOF should be doing more of the advisory role. We ve gotten ourselves in
the direct-action mindset and think that our primary role should be kicking in doors. My mindset is that there should never be an SF guy kicking in
the door when | can train an indigenous force to do it for me. He continues, saying that SF could be providing a much greater role than just
grabbing a guy or killing a single guy out of a self-healing network. Doing it that way, You re slowly taking away from the enemy but you re never
really doing any damage to...
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