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***xx Excerpt from Thirtieth Annual Report of the Commissioners for the Queen Victoria Niagara Parks, 1915 May It Please Your Honour: The
Commissioners for the Queen Victoria Niagara Falls Park System submit herewith for the information of the Legislature the Thirtieth Annual Report
covering details of administration for the fiscal year ending December 31st, 1915. Before entering upon a resume of the operations comprising the
maintenance and improvement of the Park System, it is only fitting that some extended reference should be made to the passing away of the
Chairman of the Board, the late Mr. John Woodburn Langmuir, on May 12th. As far back as 1878 the national preservation of the Falls of Niagara
and the adjacent territory had been suggested by Lord Dufferin, and on the New York side by Governor Robertson, but it was not until 1880 that any
definite action was taken. In this year the Provincial Legislature of Ontario conferred upon the Dominion Government authority to carry out the
project in so far as lands under the jurisdiction of the Ontario Government were concerned. When, however, it appeared that the Federal authorities
were not inclined to take advantage of the Provincial Act, the Legislature of Ontario in 1885 passed an Act for the preservation of the natural scenery
about Niagara Falls, and appointed Sir Casimer Gzowski, Mr. John Woodburn Langmuir, and Mr. J. Grant MacDonald. Commissioners, with power
to select lands and outline the beginning of what now comprises the Queen Victoria Niagara Falls Park System. After the selection of property and
the arbitration proceedings necessary to obtain possession of the one hundred and fifty-four (154) acres of land enclosed in the original...
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