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***x* Excerpt from Diary of Battles, Marches and Incidents of the Seventh S. C. Regiment, 1862 Four hours, and we are approaching Yorktown,
celebrated in history for deeds of valor done, which crowned our first Revolution with victory, and taught a powerful and proud nation that the race
is not to the swift, nor the, battle to the strong. As we near the landing we view with scorn the gunboats of the enemy riding the waves, though at a
very respectable distance from our huge guns, which bristle along the breastworks. Occasional shots are interchanged, and some shells fall in
dangerous proximity to the transports discharging their precious living freight, which seem to produce nothing more than some amusing remark
from some witty soldier. We ascend the heights to the town. Alas! the desolating track of war meets the eye on all sides in smouldering ruins, lonely
chimneys and deep entrenchments. Ah! McClellan, you could never have reduced this place by approaching in front, had not your gunboats, aided
by the James and York rivers, given you such facilities for flanking it. Hence Gen. Johnston, properly ordered a retreat in the direction of Richmond,
where he could draw you out from the shelter of your boasted power, and fight your mercenary nirelings in open field, where Southern patriots,
armed with the triple armor of justice, could defeat your motley crew of foreigners and oath-breaking Yankees. Our regiment being sent to guard
Dam No.1, here we are kept in almost a constant state of excitement. The Warwick river, a small stream running into the James, had been enlarged
by damming it up every few miles, to prevent the enemy...
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