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*****.Mr. William Hyde was discharged from Deer Lodge Penitentiary a changed man. That was quite in line with the accepted theory of criminal
jurisprudence, the warden s discipline, and the chaplain s prayers. Yes, Mr. Hyde was changed, and the change had bitten deep; his humorous
contempt for the law had turned to abiding hatred; his sunburned cheeks were pallid, his lungs were weak, and he coughed considerably. Balanced
against these results, to be sure, were the benefits accruing from three years of corrective discipline at the State s expense; the knack of conversing
through stone walls, which Mr. Hyde had mastered, and the plaiting of wonderful horsehair bridles, which he had learned. Otherwise he was the
same Laughing Bill his friends had known, neither more nor less regenerate. Since the name of Montana promised to associate itself with
unpleasant memories, Mr. Hyde determined at once to bury his past and begin life anew in a climate more suited to weak lungs. To that end he
stuck up a peaceful citizen of Butte who was hurrying homeward with an armful of bundles, and in the warm dusk of a pleasant evening relieved
him of eighty-three dollars, a Swiss watch with an elk s-tooth fob, a pearl-handled penknife, a key-ring, and a bottle of digestive tablets.
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