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The Changelings M. Richard being so badly crippled and of such a fine character, however, she felt no Objection to introducing me to him. | spent
most of my leisure time out of doors on his terrace in the rear garden with him. His sister liked me and was always ready to chaperone me on the
streets or in the art galleries. In her white cap, large white apron and with her straight carriage, she was the personification of dignity in service. By
my sympathy | made a great friend of her, when she told me she was the nurse who injured M. Richard by letting him fall. She had climbed the
broken stone steps of an old ruin on the St. Jean s estate, a thing often done before without mishap, but recent rains had undermined a stone on
which she stepped in her descent; it slipped from under her feet, as she fell, the babe she held seemed to ?y out of her arms to a lower ledge with his
back on a stone. Although hurt herself, she felt it not in her fright for the babe, who was unconscious, she feared, dead. Every breath she drew on
her ?ight with him for home was a prayer he d live, no matter what was in store for his life. She regretted that selfish prayer when she saw his
sufferings. | consoled her with the idea that it was hard for a rich man or able man to enter heaven, so it was, perhaps, easier with his poor body,
and heaven was the bestanyone could achieve. God had permitted the misfortune. He would bring forth good; and we...
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