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**xxx Excerpt from Richard Wagner: Musical Genius The genius of Richard Wagner may be said to be the most striking and powerful that has made
itself felt in the world of music since the days of Beethoven. Indeed, he stands an almost unmatched personality in the history of art, for he was not
only a great musician, but a poet, dramatist, and philosopher as well. No doubt, to some extent, Wagner owed his genius to heredity, for his father,
Carl Friedrich Wagner, was a man of culture and refinement, while his mother was also intellectual and artistic. Richard was the youngest of nine
children, and was born at Leipzig on May 22, 1813. He entered the world in times of trouble, for in the October of that same year came the
Napoleonic battle of Leipzig, and, owing to the dreadful condition of the place after the war, his father fell the victim of a fever which caused his
death. His mother was left very poor, and, after a two years struggle to support herself and her children upon the small pension allowed her, she
married again in 1815. Richard s stepfather was Ludwig Gezer, a painter, author, and actor, and through him the boy conceived a strong love for

the stage. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction
of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format
whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be
replicated...
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