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Committee on Commerce, of the Senate of the United States, Sixty-First Congress, Second Session The committee met at 11 o clock a.m. Present:
Senators Frye (chairman), Elkins, Penrose, Piles, William Alden Smith, Bourne, and Newlands. The Chairman. This hearing will commence. | have
sent for a stenographer, and everything that is said will be taken down for the use of the committee. The committee will hear from Mr. Chamberlain
for two or three minutes. Statement Of Eugene T.Chamberlain, Commissioner Of Navigation, Department Of Commerce And Labor. Mr.
Chamberlain. Mr. Chairman, | will only occupy not to exceed five minutes, for several reasons. The necessity for regulation of wireless telegraphy has
already been recognized by every civilized nation of importance in the world. Every nation except the United States not every nation possibly but
every nation of maritime consequence, is a party to the Berlin convention for the regulation of wireless telegraphy, which was enacted in 1906 and is
now in force, and its provisions are very much more stringent than anything that is contemplated by the bill pending and before the committee.
There were certain difficulties in the way of the ratification of that treaty in this country. As a rule the telegraph systems abroad, especially
throughout continental Europe, are owned by the Government. They are a part of the post-office system. Such, of course, is not the case in this
country, and the ratification of that treaty would have raised several constitutional questions, several questions of administration which would have
been very hard to meet....
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