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the best method of dealing with every individual case, as each material requires some what different treatment. It may, however, be stated that, as a
rule, the foreign-matter mixed with the diatoms consists of lime and its com pounds, or of extremely fine particles of silicious matter. The lime may
be removed either by hydrochloric acid, or by repeated washings with cold pure rain or distilled water. Lime dissolves but very sparingly in hot
water, more readily in cold, and after the preparation has been allowed to stand for a day, the clear water will have become milky. This cloudy ?uid
must be poured off from the sediment, and clear water added, day after day, until no further cloudiness is to be observed. This is a very tedious
process, and the operator will probably prefer the use of hydrochloric acid. When all has. Been done it is almost invariably better to, givethe
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