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*****.WE are in the habit of thinking of ourselves as a young nation, yet in comparison with almost all other constitutions in force in the world today
ours is hoary with age. In seniority it yields to that subtle organism which has proceeded from the womb and the long gestation of progressive
history known as the English constitution, though, as Walter Bagehot pointed out, the eBicient parts of that constitution, as distinguished from its
dignified parts, are comparatively modern. To Mr. MacDonald the antiquity of our Constitution is ground for questioning its suitability for present-
day conditions, not for perpetuating it; the burden of proof, he evidently believes, is on those who would preserve it unaltered. He asks, in eBect, not
why should we change our form of government, but why should we not do so. That is to say, he writes as a radical critic of the Constitution. In
reporting this fact one must hasten to add that he frequently pays his respects to legalism, he would not disregard any moral obligation embodied
in the Constitution, and the means which he would employ for eBecting his reforms are less revolutionary in form than was the adoption of the
Constitution itself; indeed he is at pains to show that they are not revolutionary at all. The principal constitutional change advocated by Mr.
MacDonald is the introduction of the parliamentary system of responsible government, to the lack of which he attributes most of our political ills.
Ever since Bagehot s day writers on government have been comparing the presidential system with the cabinet system, generally to the
disadvantage of the former, but it cannot be said that their opinions have...
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