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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from A Brief Memoir
of the Late George F. Warnica: One of the Pioneers of Innisfil York derived its importance in those early days from the fact that it was the terminus of
the great portage from Lake Ontario to Lake Simcoe and the upper lakes. From. Very early times, a grand Indian trail had existed, leading to Lake
Simcoe and thence to Georgian Bay. Along this trail the Indians used to shuf?e in single file with their loads of furs from the far distant forests, to be
exchanged at Fort Toronto for blankets, ammunition and other necos sities. When we read that Governor Simcoe employed the Queen s Rangers in
1796 to construct Yonge Street towards the lake that now bears his name, we are apt to be misled. In a pioneer settlement, such as the district
around York was at that time; the public roads were very poorly con structed. They remind one of Emerson s New England road that ended in a
squirrel track and ran up a tree. Such was Yonge Street in those days, leading as it did through the forest wilderness to Holland Landing on Lake
Simcoe. The original Street was nothing more than the old winding Indian trail, which Governor Simcoe had employed the Queen s Rangers to
widen; it followed the course of the old trail from lake to lake. It was usual in making pioneer roads through Upper Canada to follow the tracks
made by the Indians. Thus the Lake Shore Road, from York to the head of Burlington Bay was a trail that the aborigines had trodden from time
immemorial. Governor Simcoe secured the services of an old Indian Chief who acted...
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