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***xx Excerpt from The Journey of Moncacht-Ape: An Indian of the Yazoo Tribe, Across the Continent, About the Year 1700 In the autumn of 1718 M.
LePage du Pratz landed in America. in company with about eight hundred others forwarded by the Company of the West he had come to this
country to settle. He first located near New Orleans, where Blenvilie was then just starting a new settlement, but the situation of his grant proving
unhealthy, he shortly afterwards moved up to Natchez. There he secured a farm, on which he spent eight of the sixteen years he was in this country.
He had served in the army in Germany and had received a air education. He was of a speculative turn of mind, fond of theorizing and always on the
alert for information. While at Natchez he collected and transmitted to Paris no less than three hundred plants used by the Indians as remedies. He
cultivated the friendship of his Indian neighbors and studied their habits and their language. In 1758 he published at Paris his Histoire de la
Louisiane, in which in addition to the personal experiences and observations there recorded he has treasured up much that he garnered from
conversations with the old men of the tribes concerning the traditions of their origin, their religion and their forms of government. The importance
attached to one of these conversations by M. de Quatrefages, in an article in the Revue d Anthropologie, is the occasion of this paper. The story of
Moucacht-Apt s journey across the continent and of his encounter with the bearded white men on the North Pacific Coast of this country, has, to...
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