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**xxxx Excerpt from The Government of the People, of the State of Alabama The growing demand for instruction in Civics was emphasized by the
recommendation of the Governor of Alabama, in his special message on educational matters to the General Assembly at its last session, that the
Constitutions - State and Federal - be made a branch of study in our public schools. This little volume has been prepared as a text-book for this
instruction, so far as the civil government of Alabama is concerned, and its aim is to give briefly and clearly the leading facts in the civic history of
the State as well as the present workings of the governmental machinery. Like all school books, its usefulness must depend in a large measure upon
the way in which it is supplemented by the work of the living teacher. To the teachers of Alabama, therefore, | commit it with the hope that they may
make it effective in fostering in the youth of the State a just conception of the duties and responsibilities of citizenship. While an enumeration of all
the authorities consulted would be entirely out of proportion to the little book itself, | wish to make here an acknowledgment of my indebtedness,
chiefly in the first two chapters, to the works of Albert J, Pickett, Alexander B. Meek, Willis Brewer, and Hannis Taylor, and to such of the recent
writings of Grace King and of John Fiske as touch upon the early history of the territory now embraced in the State of Alabama. | am also indebted
to Professor W. S. Wyman s paper on The First European Settlement in Alabama, printed in the...
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