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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****,
Two Russian Bicycles consists of two novellas that dramatize the moral ambiguities forced upon humans once they attempt to shape their cultural
landscape. These curiously related works of fiction, firmly based on historical fact, are prophetic of the future course of Russian and world history.
Both portray the difficult domestic relationships of significant Russians at the beginning of the 20th century. These personal histories reveal how the
small battles of the hearth, friendship, and love underlie the effort to remain human in times bedeviled by a brutal destiny. Tolstoy s Wife depicts
Sonya Tolstoy s struggle for the love of her husband, Leo Tolstoy-a struggle intimately shaped by her belief in the values that inform Tolstoy s great
novels. She contends with Tolstoy s fear of death and his longing for salvation that drive him to abandon his fiction and become, in her eyes, a
second-rate prophet of a primitive Christianity. Tolstoy s devoted daughter, Sasha, and his disciple, Doctor Kholkov, join forces against Sonya, using
Tolstoy s secret diaries and his last will as tools to wrest the copyright for Tolstoy s great works from Sonya in order to donate their royalties to the
people. The struggle is both heroic and tragic, for, although all the characters act for the highest of motives, their lives are warped by their
uncompromising natures and the contradictions within their goals. Doctor Kholkov s aborted courtship of Sasha, Sasha s ambivalent relationship
to her mother and her enslaving devotion to her father form a moving undercurrent in the tale. The death of Tolstoy in 1910 resolves all the
passionate complexities of these lives. The Sphynx of Kiev emphasizes the importance of Lenin s personal...
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