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cottage door. In the present state of agricultural England, some such means are certainly needed. No free-trader, with any pretension to candour,
can deny that the farming interest is depressed. The admission involves no blame to free trade in the food of the people, which is not the less just
because it may happen to inflict hardship upon certain classes. The fault may even lie in the farmers themselves, or in the landlords, or, as | should
be disposed to say, in thirty years of unwise legislation; but, however this may be, the fact stands--agriculture is depressed. Even in a party sense the
admission may be made with safety: for politically these poor farmers are undoubtedly beaten. After being led for the second time into the field,
they find the old banner again lowered to the adversary before thefiring of a single shot. They really are not any longer formidable. The aged lion
has not so much as one surviving tooth, and it is the merest dictate of humanity that those whom he might have frightened for a moment should
now put aside their fears, and look with pity and generous tenderness into the wounds with which he is evidently bleeding. The agricultural interest,
then, generally speaking, is depressed, because for some time back this branch of industry has been a losing one. It can require no minute analysis
of farming accounts to convince...
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