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Carthage was one of the great ancient civilizations, and at its peak, the wealthy Carthaginian empire dominated the Mediterranean against the likes
of Greece and Rome, with commercial enterprises and influence stretching from Spain to Turkey. In fact, at several points in history it had a very
real chance of replacing the fledgling Roman empire or the failing Greek poleis (city-states) altogether as master of the Mediterranean. Although
Carthage by far preferred to exert economic pressure and influence before resorting to direct military power (and even went so far as to rely
primarily on mercenary armies paid with its vast wealth for much of its history, it nonetheless produced a number of outstanding generals, from
the likes of Hanno Magnus to, of course, the great bogeyman of Roman nightmares himself: Hannibal. The Parthian people created an empire that
lasted almost 500 years, from the mid-3rd century BCE until 224 CE, and it stretched from the Euphrates River in the west to Central Asia and the
borders of Bactria in the east (Brosius 2010, 83). In fact, the expansive empire challenged the Romans on numerous occasions for supremacy in the
Near East, created the first sustainable link between the peoples of Europe and East Asia, and followed a religion that many consider to be the oldest
form of monotheism in the world; but despite these accomplishments the Parthians are often overlooked in favor of the Achaemenid and Sassanid
Persians who came before and after them respectively, not to mention the Romans themselves. Although the Parthians may not get top billing in
most popular histories...
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