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character he found difficult to bring to life because, as he wrote, beauty is the ideal, and neither my country, nor civilized Europe, know what that
ideal of beauty is. The result was one of Dostoevsky s greatest charactersPrince Myshkin, a saintly, Christ-like, yet deeply human figure. The story
begins when Myshkin arrives on Russian soil after a stay in a Swiss sanatorium. Scorned by St. Petersburg society as an idiot for his generosity and
innocence, the prince finds himself at the center of a struggle between a rich, kept woman and a beautiful, virtuous girl, who both hope to win...
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