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however it might have fallen into abeyance. Amongst the Lambeth archives is a very long letter by Edmund Bowerman, Vicar of Codrington, who
gives a curious account of his parish, of the extreme ignorance and Patrick s Works, IX. 546. 1 1696, April 7th. Baumgartner Papers, Strype s
Correspondence, lll. 45. irreligion of the people, and of their desecration of the church. They played cards on the communion-table, and when they
met to choose churchwardens, sat with their hats on, smoking and drinking, the clerk gravely saying, with a pipe in his mouth, that such had been
the practice for the last sixty years. Not ten persons in the place had ever received the Sacrament; one used to take it by himself in brown bread and
small beer. An important change took place in the psalmody of the Church of England. The archaic version of the Psalms, by Sternhold and
Hopkins, kept possession in cathedral and parish congregations until the middle of the reign of William Ill. Attempts had been made at improving
the versification. A Century of Select Psalms, in verse, for the use of the Charter-house, by Dr. Patrick, appeared in 1679. Richard Goodridge followed
him by a similar effort in 1682. Dr. Simon Ford, not to mention others, attempted something of the same kind in 1688. But a more successful
enterprise was accomplished by Nicholas Brady and Nahum Tate, who, in 1695,...
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