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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. RUS provides loans and grants to help finance the
construction of broadband infrastructure in rural America. GAO was asked to review RUS s
management of its programs to fund broadband deployment, including consistency with leading
practices for federal funding, program management, and broadband deployment. This report
examines the extent to which RUS s procedures and activities are consistent with leading practices
and how, if at all, its management practices could be improved. GAO synthesized, from federal
guidance and relevant literature, a set of 10 leading practices that would be appropriate for the
management of broadband loan and grant programs. GAO validated its set of practices with states
that have programs similar to the RUS programs. GAO then reviewed RUS documentation and
interviewed RUS officials and six program recipients, selected for having geographically dispersed
projects currently under construction. Based on this information, GAO determined whether RUS s
procedures and activities were consistent, partially consistent, or not consistent with each leading
practice.
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