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These Prolegomena are destined for the use, not of pupils, but of future teachers, and even the latter should not expect that they will be serviceable
for the systematic exposition of already-made science, but merely for the discovery of the science itself. There are scholarly men, to whom the
history of philosophy (both ancient and modern) is philosophy itself; for these the present Prolegomena are not written. They must wait till those
who endeavor to draw from the fountain of reason itself have completed their work; it will then be the historian s turn to inform the world of what
has been done. Unfortunately, nothing can be said, which in their opinion has not been said before, and truly the same prophecy applies to all
future time; for since the human reason has for many centuries speculated upon innumerable objects in various ways, it is hardly to be expected
that we should not be able to discover analogies for every new idea among the old sayings of past ages. My object is to persuade all those who think
Metaphysics worth studying, that it is absolutely necessary to pause a moment, and, neglecting all that has been done, to propose first the
preliminary question, Whether such a thing as metaphysics be at all possible?.
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