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*xx An excerpt from the Preface: The examination of the manuscripts made it at once apparent that no preparation whatever had been made for
publication. All the collations of manuscripts, notes, tables, and computations, were in very minute, close writing, and much of it in pencil,
necessitating the copying out of most portions of the work for study, and in form for printer, involving much labor. Many notes were written in
minute German script which have been troublesome and unduly expensive to translate. Among others are found several chapters from Books IlI, V,
and VIl of the Almagest, written in pencil in minute German script, being translations by Dr. Peters from the Greek into German, which have proved
very difficult to decipher. No assistance towards the expense involved was obtainable in this country, and it seemed highly improbable that any
society would undertake the publication of the work in the complete form which | considered indispensable. What to do under these circumstances
has been a source of great anxiety. On June 6, 1899, | met Professor Simon Newcomb in London, when he at once said he wished to see me about
Dr. Peters manuscripts. We adjourned to my club and discussed the matter fully for over half an hour. | explained my difficulties about publication
and proposed that the work should be published in the United States. Professor Newcomb, referring to the Arabic and Greek, expressed a doubt
whether they had the necessary type. No suggestion, however, was made for carrying out my proposal. | need only add that many years ago | made
provision in my will that, on my death, the whole of the manuscripts and researches...
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