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***x* Excerpt from Table Talk, Vol. 1 of 2: Opinions on Books, Men, and Things The following collection of papers includes all the Essays published by
Hazlitt in Paris under the title of the Table Talk, to which the following notice was prefixed: The work here offered to the public is a selection from
the four volumes of Table Talk, printed in London. Should it meet with success, it will be followed by two other volumes of the same description,
which will include all that the author wishes to preserve of his writings in this kind. The title may perhaps serve to explain what there is of peculiarity
in the style or mode of treating the subjects. | had remarked that when | had written or thought upon a particular topic, and afterwards had
occasion to speak of it with a friend, the conversation generally took a much wider range, and branched off into a number of indirect and collateral
questions, which were not strictly connected with the original view of the subject, but which often threw a curious and striking light upon it, or upon
human life in general. It therefore occurred to me as possible to combine the advantages of these two styles, the literary and conversational; or
after stating and enforcing some leading idea, to follow it up by such observations and reflections as would probably suggest themselves in
discussing the same question in company with others. This seemed to me to promise a greater variety and richness, and perhaps a greater sincerity,
than could be attained by a more precise and scholastic method. The same consideration had an influence en the familiarity and conversational...
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