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Rome, From Hildebrand to Clement VIl 1073-1600 Hildebrand was the son, it is said, of a poor joiner Of Soana, in the marshes of Tuscany, and
belonged, as his name implies, to the Lombard stock, with which that district was largely peopled. Courtly genealogists endeavoured, in the usual
fashion, to exalt his family when he had become famous, and it was pretended that he belonged to the noble family of the Aldobrandini. Marvellous
tales are told about his infancy - how fire played around his head - as it had played around that of the youthful Servius Tullius, and how his first
exercise in the alphabet was to put together a phrase emblematic of universal dominion. But the facts are, that he went as a lad to Rome, where his
uncle was Abbot of the Monastery of Sta. Maria on the Aventine, that he became a monk, and entered the order of Cluny. But the master mind of
Hildebrand was not likely to be cabined and confined within the narrow limits of a monastic Cloister. Small and insignificant in appearance, he
possessed boundless ambition and the practical abilities to gratify it, for, if he despised the world, he wished to Show his contempt by conquering it.
While others composed from the safe recesses of some remote hermitage envenomed diatribes against the modern Gomorrha ofthe Seven Hills, he
cast about for the means of reforming the fallen | apacy and restoring it to its historical functions. vhen Gregory VI. About the Publisher Forgotten
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