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Boydell Brewer Ltd, United Kingdom, 2005. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: Spanish . Brand New Book. Onetti, Puig and Valenzuela have not
had the same level of international acclaim as Borges, Garcia Marquez or Vargas Llosa, but they are equally intellectually challenging, and their
work adds much to the breadth and depth of twentieth-century Latin American literature. This book starts with Onetti s first novella, the intricate,
fragmented El pozo, and finishes with Valenzuela s Cola de lagartija, a strange, quasi-baroque work of dark humour and powerful political
overtones. It has separate sections on each of the three writers, which balance close readings of selected passages with tightly woven theoretical
analysis. The fact that this set of texts is from a specific time and place, the Cono Sur from 1939 to 1983, gives the work intellectual coherence; and it
is methodologically consistent in its use of a set of co-ordinates from, amongst other sources, psychoanalytic and feminist theory, from Lacan,
Irigaray and Kristeva, which are integrated into the vision of the novels as they are analysed. Onetti, Puig and Valenzuela are seldom viewed
together, but Craig argues that their common geography and history are crucial, and that these particular writers share and explore in their work a
post-colonial emptiness, a constant questioning of realism and a love of tango. LINDA CRAIG is Senior Lecturer in Hispanic Studies at the University
of East London.
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