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**xxxx Excerpt from Elements of Chemistry, Including the Applications of the Science in the Arts, Vol. 1 of 2 If the Inorganic department of chemistry
has not recently been expanded in the same vast proportion as the Organic branch of the science, still the former has been far from stationary of
late years. The advance observed is partly in the old direction of enlarging the list of elements, partly and more conspicuously in supplying deficient
members to familiar series of compounds, and in thus enlarging these series, - as in the compounds of chlorine with oxygen, and of sulphur with
oxygen. But the most important feature in the recent progress of Inorganic Chemistry has been the rigorous verification which numerical data of all
kinds have received, whether relating to physical laws, such as the specific heat of substances, or to chemical properties and composition. The
statement of properties and relations has thus acquired a fulness and precision for many substances, which contrasts strongly with the history that
could be offered of the same substances even but a very few years ago. This correction and revision of every minute branch of the science was
never, indeed, more general and rapid than at the present time. The enlarged means of practical instruction in chemistry, now everywhere provided
for the student, and the consequent increase in the number of able investigators, have no doubt contributed much to this result. Progress of this
description cannot fail to effect the theoretical views of chemists, and to promote sound conclusions by affording an extended and safe foundation
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