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Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 1, Ruhr-University of Bochum
(Englisches Seminar), course: The Culture of the American Civil War, language: English, abstract: We are fortunate to have a lot of information
about Schurz s life and political career in the United States from his own pen on the one side his Lebenserinnerungen (Reminiscences) and on the
other side different letters he has written to his wife or his former fellow student Theodor Petrasch. But we also have to be careful with using these
sources of information because one has to keep some aspects in mind. First, although Schurz claims that he has written down his Reminiscences
only on request of his children and therefore only for them and his closer family and friends, he might still have had in the back of his mind that it
would be published for a much larger audience as it was originally supposed to be. 1 Second, the same thought applies to the letters he has written
to different people. He might already have know that he would turn so famous that his letters will be published and so he might have written down
exactly the thoughts and stories the reader nowadays should read and remember. He might have reproduced only the world view the reader should
get. | do not want to state that this compellingly is the fact, but one has to keep these assumptions in the back of his mind when relating to Schurz s
letters and Reminiscences. It is also important to know that all of the letters Schurz had received and written to his...
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