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a certain involuntary creeping of the flesh, from coming in contact with the central figure of a distinguished group, whom nevertheless Lady Maria
saluted respectfully as she passed by. Yes, said the gentleman, she is a fine woman for her years; though short and stout, she has a good face. You
are a stranger here, cried out Lady Maria, as if his remark were conclusive. You have not heard of the Princess Descow--the Russian, the friend of the
Empress, and who is so clever and so agreeable, but who, they say, had something to do with the death of the Emperor. Uncle Horace calls her the
tigress let loose, half-tamed. | dare say it is all a big lie, said the gentleman unceremoniously, and that Paul died in his bed a natural death, or, at
least, that this woman had no hand in his assassination. She looks far too open and cordial to have trafficked, even as a remote accessary, in such a
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without our giving credit to the slander. Can you believe it, Lady Maria and even if the horrible rumour...
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