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(Bowman 1842; Hyrtl1863, 1872; Heidenhain 1874; Peter 1909; von Mollendorf 1930). All these investigators clearly outlined the extremely
heterogeneous assembly of renal tissue and also defined the nephron as the smallest morphological unit. It was further the merit of these anato
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been able to add little to these observations. Unfortunately with the introduction of physiologic in vivo et situ studies on kidneys the interest in
heterogeneity waned. This lack of attention was aggravated by the introduction of the clearance techniques which cannot account for regional
differences in the function of the smallest unit, the nephron. That ana tomic heterogeneity has a functional correlate was strongly suggested by
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