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Report of a Committee of the City Council to That Body The immense trade which the numerous and important canals of Pennsylvania, which are
completed or in rapid progress, are expected to convey to Philadelphia, requires every accommodation which the means of our commonwealth
can supply. The tonnage of the Schuylkill Navigation works, (the great channel into which all the navigable streams and canals of the state
discharge their commerce) is already large, but will be at least quadrupled in a few years. Our readers are aware, that the extensive and connected
chain of the internal improvements of Pennsylvania, terminates at the upper bridge, about three-quarters of a mile above the Permanent Bridge,
which at present excludes masted vessels from that important portion of the river, between the bridges just named, which would otherwise be the
natural western harbour of nearly half of the City, all of Spring Garden, of the Northern Liberties, and in some degree, of all the populous and
wealthy district which bounds our metropolis to the northward. At the time when the Permanent Bridge was erected and permitted to interfere with
the wise and provident plan of the town of Philadelphia, sanctioned and guarantied by William Penn, our inland commerce was carried on almost
exclusively by land conveyance; the Schuylkill was rarely if ever visited by masted vessels of burthen; the immediate inconvenience was therefore not
felt, and consequently not appreciated. Nevertheless, even at that period, the owners of property north of High street, and others, whose rights and
future interests were thus assailed...
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