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scene stopped where they were on their own volition after the explosion ( about one mile away ). Approximately four minutes after the first major
explosion, the second large explosion occurred. Witnesses reported that this explosion created a visible shock wave coming toward them across the
ground. Several videotape recordings of the explosions were made by people in the area, graphically demonstrating the movement of the shock
wave. The second major explosion virtually destroyed the chiefs car. The chief and his passenger were cut by flying glass, but he was able to drive
the damaged vehicle to a hospital to seek treatment. The windshields of the responding Henderson Fire Department apparatus were blown in, and
the driv-ers and officers were injured by the shattered glass. The Henderson Fire Department was essentially totally incapacitated by the second
major explosion. The injuries consisted of numerous cuts from flying glass, but did not require hospitalization. The Clark County response was
upgraded to a third alarm while units were still en route. Several area fire departments also responded on mutual aid. The Clark County units
staged 1. 5 miles from the scene and provided assistance to the injured Henderson firefighters. From this distance they attempted to size-up the
situation. Both the PEPCON facility and the neighboring marshmallow plant had been destroyed in the explosions prior to their arrival. The
magnitude of the fire in the PEPCON facility was beyond any fire suppression capability, and...
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