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**xxx Excerpt from Historical Address, Delivered in the First Congregational Church in Stamford, Ct: At the Celebration of the Second Centennial
Anniversary of the First Settlement of the Town They were watered by the tears of trial, and nurtured by the hands of more than paternal solicitude,
and we, their children, are now reaping the reward of their sufferings, and enjoying the fruits of their toil in full maturity. Permit me to advert to the
fact that this day commemorates also the landing of our first fathers, the Puritan Pilgrims, on the Rock of Plymouth, and the recollection of that
marked and hallowed event shall make this occasion doubly interesting. We celebrate the birth time, both of New England and one of New England
s eldest children the town of Stamford. We recognize the twenty-second of December as an annual festival, sacred to the memory of the Pilgrims.
The Day shall remind us of their undaunted courage; their sufferings; their adventurous enterprise and faith; such as well deserve our recognition
and our honour - not now alone, but annually, that event shall be commemorated. But in this Centennial Anniversary, we meet hut once. At its next
observance our children s children shall assemble, long after the present population of this town, whether old or young, shall have passed together
to the grave. Another hundred years will carry us and ours across life s stormy ocean, and land us (may we trust!) upon the shores of a better
country - our feet on the Eternal Rock. We gather around this event, then, with feelings of peculiar interest. It shall be strongly marked upon the
tablet of our memory. -...
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