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the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: . . . book-shelves, sorely needed now, especially when, between Rabs studies and Lauries
facilities for the buying of damaged copies, books were somewhat rapidly on tlie increase. And for Barby--oh, happy thought!--for Barby there
should be the gift of a railway return ticket to go and see her widowed sister among the hills at New Year tide. Margery would keep house herself,
with Rab, who would have a few days holiday, as a stand-by. Rab could clean boots, --that was a form in which the pioneer-like energy excited by
the travellers tales of his boyhood had always vented itself; and Rabs love of chemistry was not above the chemistry of cooking, and learned talk
sometimes went on in the kitchen over pots and pans. No, Margery did not fear the whole household burden if Rab was by; and Rab could throw a
glow of romance over the homeliest details by building castles about migrating to the far, far West, and wrestling with the primeval forest, and
struggling through years of hard self-helpfulness into great landowner, busy doctor, and general autocrat. Such dreams, if they were but dreams,
were like summer roses, brightening to-day with their living bloom, and sweetening to-morrow with a faint fragrance lingering even after the last
dried leaf had been swept away. And even after all her loving little gifts were made, Margery believed there would remain a trifle, to say nothing of
the wonderful vista of a weekly salary. Yes, there was certainly...
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