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Princeton University Press, United States, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English .
Brand New Book. An innovative look at how families in Ming dynasty China negotiated military and
political obligations to the state How did ordinary people in the Ming dynasty (1368-1644) deal with
the demands of the state? In The Art of Being Governed, Michael Szonyi explores the myriad ways
that families fulfilled their obligations to provide a soldier to the army. The complex strategies they
developed to manage their responsibilities suggest a new interpretation of an important period in
China s history as well as a broader theory of politics. Using previously untapped sources, including
lineage genealogies and internal family documents, Szonyi examines how soldiers and their
families living on China s southeast coast minimized the costs and maximized the benefits of
meeting government demands for manpower. Families that had to provide a soldier for the army
set up elaborate rules to ensure their obligation was fulfilled, and to provide incentives for the
soldier not to desert his post. People in the system found ways to gain advantages for themselves
and their families. For example, naval officers used the military s protection to engage in the very
piracy...
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Undoubtedly, this is actually the finest work by any writer. It is really basic but excitement within the fifty percent of your publication. Your way of life
period is going to be enhance as soon as you comprehensive looking over this ebook.

-- Matt Maggio

It is really an awesome ebook that we actually have actually study. It can be loaded with wisdom and knowledge Once you begin to read the book, it is

extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Mr. Coleman Ortiz
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